
Authority in Religion 
Authority:  

The power of one whose will and commands must be obeyed by others. (from Vine's Expository 
Dictionary of Biblical Words, Copyright © 1985, Thomas Nelson Publishers.) 

The power of one to command or to act.  (Webster’s New Collegiate Dictionary.) 

Signs of the Times 

“You go to your church and I will go to mine, and we will all go to heaven together.” 

“Doctrine makes no difference as long as you are sincere and have a clear conscience.” 

“This church was good enough for my parents and it’s good enough for me.” 

Absent in the world today is the call of Jude 3: 

3 Dear friends, although I was very eager to write to you about the salvation we share, I felt I had to 
write and urge you to contend for the faith that was once for all entrusted to the saints. 

The supreme authority over all matters, physical and spiritual, is the Almighty 
God of heaven. 

Eph 1:9-12 

9 And he made known to us the mystery of his will according to his good pleasure, which he 
purposed in Christ, 10 to be put into effect when the times will have reached their fulfillment — to 
bring all things in heaven and on earth together under one head, even Christ.  

11 In him we were also chosen, having been predestined according to the plan of him who works 
out everything in conformity with the purpose of his will.  

Phil 2:5-8 

5 Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus:  

6 Who, being in very nature God, 

did not consider equality with God something to be grasped,  

7 but made himself nothing, 

taking the very nature of a servant, 

being made in human likeness.  

8 And being found in appearance as a man, 

he humbled himself 

and became obedient to death —  

even death on a cross!  

Gen 1:1-2 

1 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 2 Now the earth was formless and empty, 
darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters.  

1 Cor 2:7-10 

7 No, we speak of God's secret wisdom, a wisdom that has been hidden and that God destined for 
our glory before time began. 8 None of the rulers of this age understood it, for if they had, they 
would not have crucified the Lord of glory. 9 However, as it is written: 

"No eye has seen, 
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no ear has heard, 

no mind has conceived 

what God has prepared for those who love him"—  

10 but God has revealed it to us by his Spirit. 

Eph 1:19-23 

That power is like the working of his mighty strength, 20 which he exerted in Christ when he raised 
him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly realms, 21 far above all rule and 
authority, power and dominion, and every title that can be given, not only in the present age but 
also in the one to come. 22 And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head 
over everything for the church, 23 which is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in 
every way.  

Acts 17:28 

28 'For in him we live and move and have our being.' As some of your own poets have said, 'We are 
his offspring.'  

Matt 7:21-23 

21 "Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only he who 
does the will of my Father who is in heaven. 22 Many will say to me on that day, 'Lord, Lord, did we 
not prophesy in your name, and in your name drive out demons and perform many miracles?' 23 
Then I will tell them plainly, 'I never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!'  

God has given Christ all authority in heaven and on earth. 

Matt 17:5 

5 While he was still speaking, a bright cloud enveloped them, and a voice from the cloud said, "This 
is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased. Listen to him!"  

Matt 5:17-19 

17 "Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish 
them but to fulfill them. 18 I tell you the truth, until heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest 
letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear from the Law until everything is 
accomplished. 

Matt 7:28-29 

28 When Jesus had finished saying these things, the crowds were amazed at his teaching, 29 because 
he taught as one who had authority, and not as their teachers of the law.  

Matt 8:5-9 

5 When Jesus had entered Capernaum, a centurion came to him, asking for help. 6 "Lord," he said, 
"my servant lies at home paralyzed and in terrible suffering."  

7 Jesus said to him, "I will go and heal him."  

8 The centurion replied, "Lord, I do not deserve to have you come under my roof. But just say the 
word, and my servant will be healed. 9 For I myself am a man under authority, with soldiers under 
me. I tell this one, 'Go,' and he goes; and that one, 'Come,' and he comes. I say to my servant, 'Do 
this,' and he does it."  

Heb 1:1-4 

1 In the past God spoke to our forefathers through the prophets at many times and in various ways, 
2 but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, and 
through whom he made the universe. 3 The Son is the radiance of God's glory and the exact 
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representation of his being, sustaining all things by his powerful word. After he had provided 
purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven.  

James 1:22-25 

22 Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says. 23 Anyone who 
listens to the word but does not do what it says is like a man who looks at his face in a mirror 24 
and, after looking at himself, goes away and immediately forgets what he looks like. 25 But the man 
who looks intently into the perfect law that gives freedom, and continues to do this, not forgetting 
what he has heard, but doing it — he will be blessed in what he does.  

Matt 28:18 

18 Then Jesus came to them and said, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.  

John 17:20-21 

20 "My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through their 
message, 21 that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also 
be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me.  

John 1:1-5 

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was 
with God in the beginning.  

3 Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made. 4 In him 
was life, and that life was the light of men. 5 The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has 
not understood it.  

Gen 1:1-2 

1 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 2 Now the earth was formless and empty, 
darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters.  

John 1:14 

14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of 
the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.  

Heb 1:1-2 

1 In the past God spoke to our forefathers through the prophets at many times and in various ways, 
2 but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, and 
through whom he made the universe.  

Christ has given the New Testament apostles and prophets authority and power 
to record his revelation once for all. 

Matt 28:19-20 

19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. 
And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age."  

Gal 1:6-9 

6 I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting the one who called you by the grace of Christ 
and are turning to a different gospel— 7 which is really no gospel at all. Evidently some people are 
throwing you into confusion and are trying to pervert the gospel of Christ. 8 But even if we or an 
angel from heaven should preach a gospel other than the one we preached to you, let him be 
eternally condemned! 9 As we have already said, so now I say again: If anybody is preaching to you 
a gospel other than what you accepted, let him be eternally condemned!  
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1 Cor 15:1-8 

15 Now, brothers, I want to remind you of the gospel I preached to you, which you received and on 
which you have taken your stand. 2 By this gospel you are saved, if you hold firmly to the word I 
preached to you. Otherwise, you have believed in vain.  

3 For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our sins 
according to the Scriptures, 4 that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day according to 
the Scriptures, 5 and that he appeared to Peter, and then to the Twelve. 6 After that, he appeared to 
more than five hundred of the brothers at the same time, most of whom are still living, though some 
have fallen asleep. 7 Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles, 8 and last of all he appeared 
to me also, as to one abnormally born.  

Matt 16:17-19 

 Jesus replied, "Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by man, but by 
my Father in heaven. 18 And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, 
and the gates of Hades will not overcome it.  19 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; 
whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be 
loosed in heaven." 

1 Thess 2:13  

13 And we also thank God continually because, when you received the word of God, which you 
heard from us, you accepted it not as the word of men, but as it actually is, the word of God, which 
is at work in you who believe.  

1 Cor 2:13 

13 This is what we speak, not in words taught us by human wisdom but in words taught by the 
Spirit, expressing spiritual truths in spiritual words.  

John 16:13-15 

13 But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all truth. He will not speak on his 
own; he will speak only what he hears, and he will tell you what is yet to come. 14 He will bring 
glory to me by taking from what is mine and making it known to you. 15 All that belongs to the 
Father is mine. That is why I said the Spirit will take from what is mine and make it known to you.  

Eph 3:2-5 

2 Surely you have heard about the administration of God's grace that was given to me for you, 3 that 
is, the mystery made known to me by revelation, as I have already written briefly. 4 In reading this, 
then, you will be able to understand my insight into the mystery of Christ, 5 which was not made 
known to men in other generations as it has now been revealed by the Spirit to God's holy apostles 
and prophets.  

Therefore, the New Testament is the authority to be used by all men for all time. 

2 Tim 3:16-17 

16 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in 
righteousness, 17 so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.  

2 Peter 1:20-21 

20 Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of Scripture came about by the prophet's own 
interpretation. 21 For prophecy never had its origin in the will of man, but men spoke from God as 
they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.  
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2 Peter 3:15-16 

15 Bear in mind that our Lord's patience means salvation, just as our dear brother Paul also wrote 
you with the wisdom that God gave him. 16 He writes the same way in all his letters, speaking in 
them of these matters. His letters contain some things that are hard to understand, which ignorant 
and unstable people distort, as they do the other Scriptures, to their own destruction.  

Rev 22:18-19 

18 I warn everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: If anyone adds anything to 
them, God will add to him the plagues described in this book. 19 And if anyone takes words away 
from this book of prophecy, God will take away from him his share in the tree of life and in the holy 
city, which are described in this book.  

Gal 1:8-9 

8 But even if we or an angel from heaven should preach a gospel other than the one we preached to 
you, let him be eternally condemned! 9 As we have already said, so now I say again: If anybody is 
preaching to you a gospel other than what you accepted, let him be eternally condemned!  

Jude 3 

I felt I had to write and urge you to contend for the faith that was once for all entrusted to the saints.  

The New Testament teaches us in the following ways. 

Direct Command 

Acts 2:38-39 

38 Peter replied, "Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 The promise is for you 
and your children and for all who are far off — for all whom the Lord our God will call."  

Expressed Statement 

Ps 14:1 

1 The fool says in his heart,  

"There is no God." 

Approved Apostolic Example 

Acts 20:7 

7 On the first day of the week we came together to break bread. Paul spoke to the people and, 
because he intended to leave the next day, kept on talking until midnight.  

Necessary Inference 

Matt 3:16 

16 As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. 

Acts 8:36-39 

36 As they traveled along the road, they came to some water and the eunuch said, "Look, here is 
water. Why shouldn't I be baptized?"  38 And he gave orders to stop the chariot. Then both Philip 
and the eunuch went down into the water and Philip baptized him. 39 When they came up out of 
the water, the Spirit of the Lord suddenly took Philip away, and the eunuch did not see him again, 
but went on his way rejoicing.  
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