How the Gospel Spreads

Most of us are aware that God used the preaching of the gospel to save the
world.

Mark 16:15-17

15 He said to them, "Go into all the world and preach the good news to all creation. 16
Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be
condemned.

Rom 1:16-17

16 I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation of
everyone who believes: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile. 17 For in the gospel a
righteousness from God is revealed, a righteousness that is by faith from first to last, just as it
is written: "The righteous will live by faith."

1 Cor 1:21-22

21 For since in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did not know him, God
was pleased through the foolishness of what was preached to save those who believe.

Churches and individual Christians must accept the great challenge of preaching
the gospel to the whole creation.

The Church and churches have a collective responsibility.
Eph 3:10-12

10 His intent was that now, through the church, the manifold wisdom of God should be
made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly realms, 11 according to his eternal
purpose which he accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Eph 3:20-21

20 Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according
to his power that is at work within us, 21 to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus
throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen.

Eph 4:11-13

11 It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and
some to be pastors and teachers, 12 to prepare God's people for works of service, so that the
body of Christ may be built up 13 until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge
of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of
Christ.

1 Tim 3:14-16

14 Although I hope to come to you soon, I am writing you these instructions so that, 15 if I
am delayed, you will know how people ought to conduct themselves in God's household,
which is the church of the living God, the pillar and foundation of the truth.



Each Christian has an individual responsibility.
Phil 4:15-17

15 Moreover, as you Philippians know, in the early days of your acquaintance with the
gospel, when I set out from Macedonia, not one church shared with me in the matter of
giving and receiving, except you only; 16 for even when I was in Thessalonica, you sent me
aid again and again when I was in need.

2 Tim 2:2-3

2 And the things you have heard me say in the presence of many witnesses entrust to
reliable men who will also be qualified to teach others.

Assuming that a congregation has 50 able people, and in the next year each one would teach one
person the gospel, then there would be 100. If the same thing were to repeat, the 100 would teach
100 the next year, and then there would be 200 after just two years. The 3rd year there would be 400
Christians; the 4th year, 800; the 5th year, 1,600; the 6th year, 3200; the 7th year, 6,400; the 8th year,
12,800; the 9th year, 25,600; the 10th year, 51,200; the 11th year, 102,400; the 12th year, 204,800; 13th
year, 409,600; 14th year, 819,200; 15th year, 1,638,400! In 20 years, there would be 26,214,400
Christians from this effort!

We are to do our work for the Lord and not worry about outcomes.
1 Cor 3:5-9

5 What, after all, is Apollos? And what is Paul? Only servants, through whom you came to
believe — as the Lord has assigned to each his task. 6 I planted the seed, Apollos watered it,
but God made it grow. 7 So neither he who plants nor he who waters is anything, but only
God, who makes things grow. 8 The man who plants and the man who waters have one
purpose, and each will be rewarded according to his own labor. 9 For we are God's fellow
workers; you are God's field, God's building.

Matt 13:18-23

18 "Listen then to what the parable of the sower means: 19 When anyone hears the message
about the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what
was sown in his heart. This is the seed sown along the path. 20 The one who received the
seed that fell on rocky places is the man who hears the word and at once receives it with joy.
21 But since he has no root, he lasts only a short time. When trouble or persecution comes
because of the word, he quickly falls away. 22 The one who received the seed that fell among
the thorns is the man who hears the word, but the worries of this life and the deceitfulness of
wealth choke it, making it unfruitful. 23 But the one who received the seed that fell on good
soil is the man who hears the word and understands it. He produces a crop, yielding a
hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown."

Whether as the church or as individuals we must abound in this work for the
Lord.

1 Cor 15:58

58 Therefore, my dear brothers, stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always give yourselves
fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain.

There is no other way!
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